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Spring in Alta is one of those in between seasons.  Snow still covers the 
upper reaches of the mountains, while the water drenched brown earth 
starts to emerge.  This is often a back-and-forth dance, as late spring 
showers re-whitens the mountains, and the sun returns to bring back the 
emerging life. This is a quiet time for Alta, as the skiers put their skis away, 
and the hikers, bikers and runners wait patiently.

The first flowers that form at the edges of the snow are the yellow 
buttercups.  If you know where to look, you can also find glacier lilies 
poking their heads out, often through the snow.

Water rivulets form, eventually joining the Little Cottonwood creek, or 
filling the wetlands in Albion Basin. Rocky Mountain Ground Squirrels, 
often referred to as Potguts, may be spotted as well, their winter tunnels 
seen as raised corridors zigzagging through the newly melted meadows.

Spring is the time that Friends of Alta re-emerges as well, not from 
slumber, but rather from a slower but steady pace.  Our focus has been 
primarily on transportation issues for Little Cottonwood Canyon; how the 
various models could impact the canyon, and their potential to disrupt 
its fragile eco-system.  Unfortunately, the focus tends to center on how to 
bring the maximum number of people to Alta and its environs, with little 
thought to how more and more people will impact the watershed, flora and 
fauna of this very special place.  We have been, and 
will be actively involved in this discussion, as well 
as pushing for the creation of a capacity study of 
Alta and specifically Albion Basin.  While increased 
population pressures from the Salt Lake Valley is 
inevitable, we want to make sure we are ready to 
manage it in the most environmentally sensitive way.  
(Continue to Next Page)  
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Introducing our New Executive 
Director

We are excited to introduce our New Executive 
Director, Kody Fox, who began his role in 
March 2021. Kody has an extensive background 
working in the Non-Profit sector and joins 
Friends of Alta after 12 years of advocating for 
causes and communities that are near and dear 
to his heart. This includes working on behalf 
of underserved and/or vulnerable populations 
including Refugees, Asylees, Immigrants, victims 
of human trafficking, survivors of polygamy, and 
individuals with disabilities. Kody has grown 
established non-profit programs and has been 
instrumental in the creation and development of 
non-profit start-ups.    

Kody, a native of Price, Utah, developed a 
deep love for nature and the outdoors at an 
early age after spending most of his free-time 
fishing, hiking, biking, and camping with his 
friends and family. That love for nature fostered 
a passion for promoting sustainable, responsible 
stewardship of the environment for future 
generations and is what drew Kody to work at 
Friends of Alta. 

Kody first discovered the wonders of Alta 
after his brother purchased a home not far 
from the entrance to Little Cottonwood Canyon. 
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Last summer was a wake-up call, as Covid 
precautions led many people to the outdoors.  
For the first time that I can remember, weekend 
wanderers consistently filled the parking lots. 

Summer also brings a time for us to work with 
our partners on educational programs, wildflower 
walks, invasive weed pulls, bird studies, as well 
as continuing to monitor and maintain our 
conservation easements, and much, much more.

I am very optimistic about our future, with our 
new Executive Director, Kody Fox at the helm, Tara 
Tannahill continuing as our second in command, 
and a bunch of new Board Members who are 
raring to go.  What more could we ask for?  
(Except for your support.)  Please continue to help 
us preserve one of the truly fabulous places on 
earth with your valuable, and generous donations 
to Friends of Alta.

If you have any questions or concerns, please 
feel free to contact me or the office, and if you are 
in Alta this summer, let’s go for a walk.

Best,
Cassie Dippo
Board President – Friends of Alta

 Photo Credit: Tom Bolan
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The two spent a great deal of time exploring 
the hiking trails where Kody fell in love with 
the beauty of the canyon and the wildlife they 
frequently encountered (especially the moose, 
Kody’s personal favorites, that frequented the 
same trials).  Hiking gave way to mountain 
biking and it quickly became clear to Kody 
what a special place Little Cottonwood Canyon 
is for Utahans who love exploring nature in a 
sustainable way. Kody has passed this love of 
Alta on to his young children who enjoy taking 
in the wildlife and native canyon flowers and 
simply spending their days exploring while 
immersed in nature.

Kody attended Utah State University where he 
met his future wife, Amanda, on a blind date. In 
his free-time, Kody can be found playing guitar, 
recording music in his home studio, at the gym, 
traveling, and enjoying anything and everything 
outdoors with his young family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Season Recap
The 2020-2021 ski season was off to a slow 

start. It took a while to break out of the 2020 
COVID-19 slump as Alta Ski Area’s snowpack 
was well below average through the end of 
January. But that quickly changed in February. 

while not as good a season as 2018-2019, or 
2019-2020, the snowfall in 2020-2021 saw some 
fantastic skiing, even one storm that saw the 60-
hour interlodge in February. The snow base has 
gotten up to 106” with 487” of snow fall. Alta 
Ski Area was able to remain open the whole ski 
season with a closure date of April 18th with the 
bonus weekend closing April 25th. 

Unfortunately, we could not hold our annual 
Alta Gala this year due to COVID-19. The goal of 
the Alta Gala is to raise awareness of the arts, 
environment, and history of Alta. Funds raised 
for the Alta Gala will help enhance and support 
Alta’s community, arts, environment, and history. 
Due to this, FOA with ACE and Alta Historical 
Society hosted an online opportunity drawing 
for a 2021-2022 Alta Ski Season Pass. We raised 
$6,398 and Darcie Watson won the Alta Ski 
Season pass. Thank you all for contributing to 
this! 

As we move forward, we are hosting our 
summer stewardship events and have hired Eliza 
Van Wetter to be our Bill Levitt Fellow over the 
summer. Some volunteer events will be limited 
on number of individuals that may attend. We 
will be monitoring COVID-19 state and federal 
requirements to determine capacity of the 
various events. More information on the events 
and the fellow position are available on our 
website at www.friendsofalta.org. 

 This pandemic has caused incredible 
disruption to our everyday lives. Friends of 
Alta sincerely hopes that all of our supporters 
have remained safe and healthy. We are greatly 
appreciative of any and all aid you have provided 
Friends of Alta during this pandemic. We depend 
entirely on you and it means so much to still 
receive your support during these trying times.  

 Photo Credit: Lee Cohen
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WE DID IT! Cottonwood Heights 
Bonneville Shoreline Trail 
Acquisition 

We did it! FOA partnered with Utah Open 
Lands in order to purchase 26 acres of land 
at the base of Little Cottonwood Canyon. We 
raised $41,250 to contribute to Utah Open 
Lands! Due to this, Utah Open Lands was able 
to raise $3 Million dollars to purchase the 
property. Thank you all who contributed to this 
campaign and helped contribute to protecting 
this property from being developed into an 11-
lot subdivision!

Purchasing this land will protect this vital 
viewshed and provides the opportunity to 
create trailhead access. The Alpenblock Loop 
could be accessed from this property and the 
Bonneville Shoreline Trail alignment exists on 
this property. By acquiring this property FOA 
and Utah Open Lands sees the opportunity 
to safeguard ecological values, an entry 
corridor viewshed, trail access and parking 
opportunities, trail connections and create a 
cornerstone to diversify recreational pursuits 
in the canyon thereby diverting congestion in 
the canyon, providing a different recreational 
venue that still captures the essence of the 
Canyon experience. 
     The property will remain undeveloped under 
a conservation agreement. This will ensure 
future generations can enjoy it. 

Black Rosy Finch Study
Friends of Alta has been supporting the Black 

Rosy-Finch study conducted by Wild Utah Project, 
Utah State University, Tracy Aviarny, and the 
Utah Dept. of Wildlife Resources. The study 
started in March 2019. There is surprisingly little 
information on the Black Rosy-Finch bird species. 
While their cousin the Gray-Crowned Rosy-Finch 
migrates to next in Canada, the Black Rosy-Finch 
nests here in the Albion Bsin and in the Uinta 
Mountains. The Black Rosy-Finch prefer high 
Alpine environments to nest. 

For the 2019-2020 season, we caught 3 Black 
Rosy-Finch with RFID tags, as well as 61 Gray-
crowned Rosy-finch with RFID tags and another 
29 with just metal bands, for a total of 90 Gray-
crowned Rosy-finch.

For the 2020-2021 season, we caught 19 Black 
Rosy-finch with RFID tags, 69 Gray-crowned 
Rosy-finch with RFID tags, and an additional 4 
with just the metal bands, for a total of 73. So for 
the 2020-2021 season we caught a lot more Black 
Rosy-Finch. 

 Photo Credit: Janice Gardner
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UDOT Little Cottonwood Canyon EIS
 Last November Utah Department of 

Transportation (UDOT) released its Draft 
Alternative Addendum Screening Report 
where two new alternatives were added to 
be considered for Little Cottonwood Canyon. 
The new alternatives were developed from the 
more than 6,500 public comments and will be 
carried forward for further evaluation in the 
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
All told, the possible alternatives that are being 
considered are 1) Enhanced Bus, 2) Enhanced 
Bus widened shoulders on the road, 3) Gondola 
from La Caille, and 4) Cog rail / Train from La 
Caille. The Draft EIS is estimated to be available 
June 2021, with the Final EIS / Record of 
Decision (ROD) estimated being proposed this 
upcoming winter. 

Each Alternative comes with its own 
drawback. Friends of Alta ultimately feels that 
Enhanced Bus with the widened shoulder 
(for bus use only) is the best option to get 
visitors out of their cars. Our belief is that the 
infrastructure already exists to improve bus 
travel, the technology exists within the city to 
accommodate regional transit systems, and 
the cost to implement is ultimately less than 
the gondola or the cog rail.  While we have 
environmental concerns regarding the widening 
of the road, the introduction of snowsheds, and 
widening of trailhead parking lots which will 
need to be addressed in the next step of this 
process, we feel that this alternative has the 
potential to do the best job of using the existing 
infrastructure, being affordable, improving 
reliability, mobility, and safety without 
significantly burdening the environment, 
watershed, and viewshed that we all depend 
upon. 

None of the Alternatives proposed by UDOT 
adequately acknowledged the sensitivity of 
our environment and watershed in Little 
Cottonwood. To help address this concern the 
Central Wasatch Commission has started a 
Visitor-use Study. However, the study will not 
be completed in time for the Final EIS and it’s 
results won’t be considered by UDOT for their 
final decision. 

            2021 Summer Event Schedule
These dates are subject to change, please 

visit friendsofalta.org/events for up to date 
information and to register for events!  

 
June

10 - Bird Hike & Talk 9AM - 1PM 
15 -TOA Highway Cleanup 9AM - 12 PM 

22 - Volunteer Day* 4 PM - 6PM 
 

July 
8- Bird Hike & Talk 9AM - 1PM 

10 - Town of Alta Restoration Day 8am-2:30pm
18 - Wildflower Festival at Alta 9am - 1pm  

20 - Volunteer Day* 4pm - 6pm  
2 & 16- HawkWatch Bird of Prey Show & Hike 

1PM - 3PM 
31- Tree Utah Tree Harvest 3PM-5PM 

 
August

7 - Alta Ski Area Clean up 8AM - 12PM
12 - Bird Hike & Talk 9AM - 1PM 
13 - Alta Kids Day 10AM - 2PM 

17 - Volunteer Day* 4PM - 6PM 
6 & 20 - HawkWatch Bird of Prey Show & Hike 

1PM - 3PM 
28 - Tree Utah Tree Harves 3PM-5PM  

September 
9 - Bird Hike & Talk 9AM - 1PM 

10- Memorial Tree Planting 9:30AM - 12PM 
14 - Volunteer Day* 4PM - 6PM 

18 - Alta Ski Area Tree Planting 8AM - 1PM 
 

October
14 - Bird Hike & Talk 9AM - 1PM

*All Volunteer Days will include tree planting, weed 
pulling, and restoration projects. This will be followed by 

food in the Alta Town Park. 



 

          

Nathan Blouin
Nate Blouin is the Policy Manager for the 

Interwest Energy Alliance and works to 
promote utility scale renewable energy across 
the intermountain and southwestern region 
in legislative and regulatory venues. Prior to 
Interwest, Nate served as an advisor to political 
candidates in federal, state and municipal 
campaigns and completed a master’s degree in 
public affairs from Brown University in 2019. He 
is also a proud graduate of Salt Lake Community 
College, where he serves on the Alumni 
Leadership Council, and the University of Utah.

Nate’s interest in serving on the Friends of Alta 
Board of Directors stems from his very first days 
in Utah, where he moved from New Hampshire in 
2009 to enjoy unparalleled access to recreation. 
Nate is an avid backcountry skier and runner 
and enjoys Little Cottonwood Canyon equally 
in the summer and winter. He looks forward 
to advocating for transportation solutions that 
preserve access to LCC while protecting the 
canyon’s important natural resources. Nate 
works with other organizations promoting 
environmental conservation and was recently 
elected to serve as Chair of the Emerging Leaders 
Initiative of Utah
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Marissa Day
Marissa Day is the Creative Director of The 

Leonardo in Salt Lake City and is passionate 
about fostering community collaborations 
and innovating in the world of nonprofits. In 
her current role, she oversees education and 
programming initiatives related to art, science 
and technology geared towards engaging the 
Utah community in asking questions and being 
curious about the world around us. Prior The 
Leonardo, Marissa worked at Salt Lake agency 
Struck Creative on the Utah Office of Tourism 
Mighty 5 campaign, helping to spread the word 
about the beauty of Utah’s national parks. She 
previously sat on the Board of Swaner Preserve 
and EcoCenter in Park City, supporting the 
organization’s preservation and education 
mission.  
 
 Before her Utah chapter, Marissa was 
born and raised in New York, and previously 
worked at exhibit design firm Ralph Applebaum 
Associates on a range of international museum 
projects. Marissa holds a Masters degree 
from New York University in Experimental 
Humanities. She has called Utah home for seven 
years, having found it a perfect place to live and 
explore with her husband, son, and their three 
dogs and cat.

Meet Our New Board Members
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Ben McAdams
Former Congressman Ben McAdams founded 

CGI to focus on this type of bridge building 
and problem solving. McAdams is a seventh 
generation Utahn raised in a family of eight. 
That’s where he learned hard work, honesty and 
duty to community. He further honed those skills 
as a Utah State Senator, Mayor and Member of 
the United States Congress. In his public service, 
he brought Republicans and Democrats together 
to get things done like addressing homelessness, 
forming public-private partnerships to 
improve education and health outcomes in 
the community and promote evidence-based 
decision-making at all levels of government. 

Janneke House
Janneke House is a Senior Advisor for U.S. 

Senator Kirsten Gillibrand overseeing the 
legislative agenda on Economic Development, 
Energy, Environment, Fashion, Technology, 
and Transportation. Prior to joining the 
Senator’s office, she worked for the Kendall 
Square Association in Cambridge, MA. She 
was responsible for engaging with global tech 
and biotech companies, ensuring the on-going 
vitality of one of the country’s most economically 
robust districts. Janneke ran for City Council in 
Salt Lake City, UT and in Cambridge, MA.  
 
 Janneke has a passion for serving the 
communities in which she lives by serving on 
boards that empower women and girls as well as 
conservation and local development initiatives. 
She was the first graduate to receive a Masters 
of Urban Planning degree from the University of 
Utah.



As Alta’s local land trust, the mission of Friends of Alta is to protect the environment of Alta, including 
watershed and wildlife habitat areas; to preserve Alta’s unique character and heritage; and to 

encourage stewardship and sustainability of Alta’s environment and community. 

Follow us on social media for updates 

FOA Partners

Salt Lake Ranger 
District of the  

UWC NFS

Alta Historical  
Society 

Alta  Shutt le  donates  2% of  al l  services  to/from the 
Town of  Alta  during the winter  season to  FOA.  Special 
thanks to  Alta  Shutt le ,  Tom,  the shutt le  drivers ,  and 
Alta  Shutt le ’s  patrons for  supporting FOA.  
Altashutt le .com 

Mention the Friends of  Alta  Real  Estate  Advantage 
Program program to broker J im Wil l iams and he wil l 
donate $1,000 to  FOA from his  commission with the 
c losure of  a  real  estate  transaction.    
Will iamsRealtyUtah.com

Visit  Friendsofalta .org/donate for  more detai ls  and 
l inks to  donate through AmazonSmile  or  Smith’s  
Community  Rewards where your regular  purchases               

support  FOA.

Ask your employer if they have a matching gift program and make your 
contributions to FOA go twice as far!  We have a variety of FOA merchandise 
ready for the holiday season. Check out our 2021 calendar, tumblers, 
Patagonia vests and more! 

Ways to support FOA

Proud member of 1% for the Planet and the Land Trust Alliance. 

 
Friends of Alta is a 501(c)(3) organization, donations are  

100% tax-deductible. 
 

Donate today at friendsofalta.org


